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Town votes on Safety Complex April 3 


By Peter Spotts and 
Shelby Macri 


Next Saturday, April 3, 
town voters will make their 
decision on whether to go 
through with the recom- 
mended proposal to remove 
the Helen E. James School 
building and build a new 
public safety complex for the 
Police and Fire Departments 
in its place. 

The special town meet- 
ing will convene at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 3, behind 
the Anne T. Dunphy School 
at the playground. There will 
be a tent set up for attendees, 
with a heater if needed. 

“We will have chairs 
placed social distanced and 
multiple microphones,” 
Town administrator Charlene 
Nardi said. “There will be a 
short presentation then the 
moderator will take ques- 
tions and comments prior to 
any vote.” 

She added, “We hope 
that residents will be educat- 
ed about the proposed proj- 
ect and will [be] confident 
in their votes. I hope people 
will come to vote. Be pre- 
pared and wear shoes for 
mud. It is expected that the 
playground may be wet and 
muddy. I would also recom- 
mend warm clothes if it is a 
cool day.” 

The $5.1 million dol- 
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The Helen E. James School may be demolished if the town votes in favor of the proposal for a new 
public safety complex recommended by the Owner’s Project Manager Steering Committee to build 


a new complex in its place. 


lar proposal has been dis- 
cussed heavily the past cou- 
ple months as the Owner’s 
Project Manager Steering 
Committee has been hosting 
virtual information sessions, 
distributing informational 
handouts, and answering the 
most frequently asked ques- 
tions in a document on the 
town website. The cost cov- 
ers the design, engineering, 
bidding, construction, equip- 
ping, and furnishing of a new 
public safety complex at 16 
Main Street. It also covers 
the costs for the demoli- 
tion and removal of the HEJ 
School building. 

Voters must pass the 
article at the STM for the 
debt borrowing to fund the 


project with a two-thirds 
majority vote to exclude it 
from the limitation so of 
Proposition 2 1/2. If that vote 
passes, the question moves to 
an all-day ballot vote, which 
will be held on Monday, 
April 19, from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Mail-in and in-per- 
son voting will be available. 
Questions regarding the bal- 
lot vote can be directed to 
Town Clerk Brenda Lessard 
at 413-268-8402 or town- 
clerk @burgy.org. 

The other article on the 
watrant is the appropriation 
and transfer of $57,073,.42 
to pay the balance of the fis- 
cal 2020 sewer service costs 
assessment to Northampton. 

“Town Meeting says 


Photo by Shelby Macri 


how much you can spend 
each year. In June 2019, 
they set a budget for their 
sewer. They did not budget 
enough to pay this full sewer 
bill assessment,’ Nardi said. 
“They have to go to town 
meeting again to say we 
didn’t budget enough.” 

The updated PSC FAQ, 
now answering 25 questions 
about the public safety com- 
plex proposal, is on the town 
website, burgy.org, under the 
Owner’s Project Manager 
Steering Committee page. 
For more information and a 
copy of the warrant, visit the 
town website. 

The OPMSC members, 
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“Buddha” was one of 40 grateful recipients of the rabies 
vaccination passed out at a clinic held at the Middlefield Town 
Hall on Saturday, March 20. See story page 12. Submitted photo 
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HILLTOWNS 


Town Administrator 
and Fire Chief retiring 


By Peter Spotts 


Chesterfield is look- 
ing for a new Town 
Administrator and Goshen 
a new Fire Chief as Sue 
Labrie, a leadership staple in 
both communities, is retir- 
ing from both positions this 
summer. 

Labrie has spent the past 
decade helping manage town 
operations in Chesterfield as 
the town administrator. It’s a 
position where she’s enjoyed 
working with a dedicated 
team of people all committed 


to the same goal. 

“(My favorite part is] 
interaction with the people 
who are really committed to 
the town of Chesterfield,” 
Labrie said. “In small com- 
munities, you’ve got a group 
of people who help the town 
operate. It’s a great group of 
people because they all want 
to be here, they’re doing a 
great job, and it’s really 
enjoyable interacting with 
them.” 

“She’s going to be 
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WORTHINGTON 


Blais visits board 
for town concerns 


By Peter Spotts 


State Rep. Natalie Blais paid the 
Selectboard a virtual visit with the 
impacts of police reform being one of 
the hot topics to discuss. 

Police Chief Robert Reinke told 
Blais that under the new bill’s require- 
ments, the town won’t be able to afford 
to train and retain its officers, which 
they use four to eight hours a week 
currently. 

“Us small towns are in a very bad 
situation trying to figure out how were 
going to deal with it both financially 
and how we’re going to get to people,” 
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BECKET 


Traffic concerns 
on grant radar 


By Shelby Macri 


During Selectboard meeting on 
March 17, residents Dustin Heilman 
and Rob Benton joined the meeting 
to speak further theirs concerns about 
traffic caused by large truck on Algerie 
Road and Bonny Rigg Hill Road. 

These two residents first brought 
the issue to the board at a meeting in 
February, hoping to include possibly a 
sidewalk or a safer space for pedestri- 
ans while on these roads. 


TRAFFIC, page 11 


GATEWAY 


Towns, committee 
amend agreement 


By Shelby Macri 


Facilitated discussions for the 
Gateway Regional School District con- 
tinue as amendments for the regional 
agreement remain in discussion for two 
of the six towns who have yet to pass 
the updated agreement. 

Hosted by the Massachusetts 
of Association of Regional 
Superintendents, the ongoing dis- 
cussions for the past couple years 
has focused on updating the regional 
agreement. Currently four out of six 
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MassWildlife proposes first license increase in 26 years 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Correspondent 


Flashback to the year 1996. Bill 
Clinton began his second term as U.S. 
president, Michael Jordan and the 
Chicago Bulls won their fourth NBA title 
and a gallon of gasoline cost $1.23. 

In Massachusetts, resident hunting 
and fishing licenses increased to $22.50 
and a trapping license rose to $30.50. 

Despite drastic changes to every- 
day life with the advent of the internet 
and smartphone technology that connects 
people to goods and services anywhere 
on the globe with the push of a button, 
those license fees remain as one of the 
few relics from 1996 still in place today. 

Now, facing drastic increases in both 
costs and services, and declining reve- 
nues, the state’s Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife is proposing its first increase in 
license fees, to go in effect in 2022. 

To better inform the public of 
the rationale and license structure, 
MassWildlife is offering a series of 
online informational sessions via Zoom 
throughout the month. The last will 
take place Tuesday, March 25, at 6:30 
p.m. To participate, visit www.mass. 
gov/info-details/masswildlife-fund- 
ing#how-will-masswildlife-fund-conser- 
vation-in-the-future? 

MassWildlife Director Mark Tisa 
informed participants of a March 9 infor- 
mational session that each year, roughly 
500 bodies of water are stocked with 
trout with nearly half being 12-inches 
or larger, more than 40,000 pheasant are 
released on public lands for hunters, and 
the state manages more than 226,000 
acres of land. In addition to managing 
game species, all of the state’s threatened 
and endangered species fall under the 
management of Mass Wildlife. 


Budget gap 

For fiscal 2021, the division’s reve- 
nue, according to the presentation, was 
roughly $16.9 million. Fees from licens- 
es, permits and stamps accounted for 
39% of that figure or roughly $6.6 mil- 
lion. Forty-eight percent, or $8 million, 
came from federal wildlife and sport fish 
restoration funds. 

State mandated expenses such as 
salaries and health insurance amount for 
20% or nearly $3.5 million of the $18.4 
million in expenses for fiscal 2021, more 
than what the Division pays for its hatch- 
eries, which is nearly $2.5 million, or 
land acquisition and maintenance, which 
is roughly $2 million. Thirty-three per- 
cent, or roughly $6 million, is used for 
habitat management. 

“We have been very fiscally respon- 
sible,’ Tisa said of the management of 
MassWildlife, pointing to the fact that 
licenses haven’t increased in 25 years. 
He said had license fees kept with the 
rate of inflation, hunters and anglers 
would be paying $37.52 today (in addi- 
tion to the $5 wildland stamp fee). 

A major issue leading to the declin- 
ing revenues is the decline in hunting 
and sporting (combination hunting and 
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Fishing and hunting license fees are scheduled to go up this year as they have not gone up 
in 25 years. as costs and services, and declining revenues, The state’s Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife has proposed the increases as its costs and services go up and revenues are 
declining. About 40,000 pheasants are raised by the state and stocked on lands across the 


commonwealth. 


fishing) licenses, which Tisa said is 
about 50 percent for hunting licenses and 
roughly 20 percent for sporting licens- 
es. Additionally, the state now issues in 
excess of 27,000 free licenses to sports- 
men and women aged 70 and older each 
year, resulting in a loss of about $1 mil- 
lion in non-reimbursable funds. 

This year alone, Tisa estimates a 
budget gap of $1.5 million between rev- 
enue and expenses, which will be made 
up by tapping into the roughly $9.5 
million in the state’s Inland Fish and 
Game Fund. At the current trajectory, 
MassWildlife will have a $4.1 million 
revenue gap and deplete the balance of 
the Inland Fish and Game Fund by fiscal 
2025. 


‘Path Forward’ 

“The challenge is finding a path 
forward,” Tisa said. “We only have so 
many tools in our tool box,” noting that 
the license fee structure is the one tool 
the Department of Fish and Game and 
MassWildlife controls. 

Under the new proposal, residents 
would pay $40 for hunting, fishing 
and trapping licenses. Sporting licens- 
es would increase from $40 to $75. 
Archery and primitive firearms stamps 
would increase from $5.10 to $20. All 
other hunting stamps and permits would 
increase from $5 to $20. Additionally, 
MassWildlife is proposing a new stamp 
for pheasant and quail hunting at $20. 

“We don’t like the idea at all,’ Tisa 
said. “It’s unfortunate it’s happening at 
a difficult time,” but the proposal should 
sustain the Inland Fish and Game Fund 
until fiscal 2030. 

Tisa and Fish and Game 
Commissioner Ron Amidon said that the 
state legislature would need to address 
other changes, whether they be reim- 
bursing for free licenses, imposing fees 
on other “non-consumptive” public land 
users like bird watchers or kayakers, or 
increasing funding. Unfortunately, they 
told those in attendance March 9, neither 
one of them can lobby legislators for 
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such changes. That, they said, is incum- 
bent upon individual residents. 


Mixed reaction 

Reaction to the proposal has been 
mixed. While most seem to understand 
the issues at hand, increasing the cost of 
licenses is an added expense for no added 
benefits in the field. Some expressed 
disappointment that there is little bass 
management taking place statewide, oth- 
ers that hunters seem to be taking the 
brunt of the increases. Georgetown res- 
ident Bob Pasquale asked if there had 
been any thought to adding a trout stamp, 
as anglers are able to use their licenses 
essentially 24/7, 365 days a year. 

Tisa said they had considered such 
a stamp, however it would likely cre- 
ate more problems, particularly with 
enforcement and fish mortality rates. He 
noted that unlike states, such as Virginia, 
which have few trout-stocked waterbod- 
ies, nearly all of Massachusetts’ freshwa- 
ter resources are stocked with trout. And, 
unlike pheasant or quail hunters, who 
can easily identify a flushing pheasant or 
quail from a ruffed grouse or a non-game 
species, anglers typically have no idea 
what fish took the bait on the other end 
of the line. 

“Everyone walking a dog on a 
wildlife management area [during hunt- 
ing season] is interfering with a hunt,” 
Norwood resident Steve Flaherty said, 
expressing concerns during the March 9 
session. “We need somebody at the state 
level advocating for us.” 

Amidon and Tisa said they need 
residents to advocate the legislature for 
changes, whether it be funding, access or 
enforcement. They also reminded those 
on the call that should the new license 
fee schedule move forward, there will be 
public hearings. Any resident wishing to 
provide input on the proposals are invited 
to direct comment electronically at mass. 
gov/masswildlife-funding or by sending 
mail to MassWildlife re: License Fee, 
1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, MA 
01581. 


Hablo Espanol 





State fishing and hunting licenses may go 
up for the first time in 25 years. The state’s 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife stocks 
about 500 bodies of water with trout. 
These fish are rainbow trout. 


‘Make it easy’ 

While he was unable to attend the 
information session, Chicopee sportsman 
Nelson Molina, who has been hunting for 
the last three years, expressed his frus- 
tration that the state seems to be making 
it harder for folks to enter the woods 
legally, especially those in urban com- 
munities. 

“How do you make [hunting] 
appealing to people who have never 
hunted?” Molina asked, noting his own 
struggles as a new hunter trying to learn 
everything from safe firearm handling to 
where to go. 

“T ate pheasant for the first time in 
my life this year and it’s not as crazy 
people make it seem,” he said. 

Molina said the issue, from his per- 
spective, is a tricky one as the state has 
only gotten more restrictive with gun 
laws and the free, mandatory hunter edu- 
cation (required for new hunters) cours- 
es are almost non-existent in Western 
Massachusetts. He said he paid to take 
the Texas hunter education program 
online because he couldn’t find a course 
in Massachusetts that fit his schedule. He 
said more programs should be offered 
online and locally in order to remove bar- 
riers to accessibility. 

“You have to make it easy,” Molina 
said. “People don’t want to do work.” 











































Proposed Hunting and 


Fishing License Fees 2022 
(Source: Mass Wildlife) 


Resident fishing (17 and older) - $40 
Resident Fishing (65-69) - $20 
Resident fishing 3-day - $20 
Non-resident fishing - $50 
Non-resident minor fishing (15-17) - $8 
Non-resident 3-day fishing - $30.50 
Resident trapping - $40 

Resident trapping (65-69) - $20 
Non-resident trapping - $215 
Resident hunting - $40 
Non-resident big game - $112 
Non-resident small game - $78 
Resident sporting - $75 

Resident sporting (65-69) - $37.50 
Trap registration number/renewal - $20 
Archery stamp - $20 

Primitive firearms stamp - $20 
Waterfowl stamp - $20 

Antlerless deer permit - $20 

Turkey permit - $20 

Bear permit - $20 

Pheasant and quail stamp - $20 
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RETIRING 


tough to replace, really,’ said 
Chesterfield Selectboard 
Chair Roger Fuller. “She’s a 
very self-motivated person 
and just took it upon herself 
to redefine what it meant to 
be a Town Administrator... 
We’re very fortunate to have 
her all these years.” 

Labrie has been a 
member of Goshen’s Fire 
Department for 32 years, the 
past 15 as chief — the first 
female fire chief in the Commonwealth. 
She was recruited when she moved into 
town. 

“My husband and I built our house 
in Goshen and when you build your 
house there are inspections that happen 
along the way,” she said. ““When the Fire 
Chief came in to do the fire inspection 
on the house, he said ‘have you and your 
husband considered joining the FD?’ We 
said sure, that’s how it happened.” 

She added, “I actually did an 
inspection last month and I did the same 
thing to the homeowner that was build- 
ing over there. He said ‘yeah, Ill con- 
sider it.’ You put it in their heads and 
hopefully they show up.” 

Whether it’s mutual aid, respond- 
ing to a motor vehicle incident, medi- 
cal call, or a fire, Labrie said volunteer 
fire departments are rewarding because 
they’re “really are taking care of your 
community.” 

“We have a very dedicated group of 
firefighters right now and everybody’s 
there for the right reason,” she said. “I 
feel like we’ve helped a lot of people 
along the way.” 

Goshen Selectboard Chair Angela 
Otis said in a statement the town was 
surprised and saddened to hear of her 
retirement, but is grateful for the consid- 
erable notice she’s given the community 
and the sacrifices she’s made for it over 
the years. 

“Sue was the first woman in the 
Commonwealth to serve in the role of 
fire chief and one of few woman chief’s 
in that position across the state today,” 
Otis said in her statement. “Something 
that comes to mind as I reflect on Chief 
Labrie’s service is ‘how many family 
events did Sue miss over the years?’ The 
Selectboard and residents cannot thank 
her enough for the risk she took, the 
personal sacrifice she made and for her 
leadership and mentoring. She values 
her team and it shows in the skills she 
has developed in her volunteer group.” 

As a Town Administrator, Labrie 
said the way she helps the town isn’t as 
visible as being a fire chief in the com- 
munity, but she’s proud of the work that 
goes on behind the scenes to bring in 
grants for projects that otherwise may 
not have the funding to happen, such 
as fixing the road leading up to New 
Hingham Elementary School or securing 
funding for a small bridge replacement. 

“That was over a $1 million grant 
just to repair that road,” Labrie said. 
“Just trying to get things done for the 
town at a reduced cost; I would have 
liked to have seen moving forward with 
the public safety complex here, but that’s 
going to happen after I leave.” 

One of the harder adjustments she’s 
had to make as an administrator is the 
time and processes through which differ- 
ent projects must go before they can be 
implemented. 

“When you try to do anything in a 
municipality it’s a slow process. Nothing 
happens quickly so it gets frustrating,” 
she said. “You know what you want to 
get done, but you have to go through all 
the processes, all the steps to get some- 
thing done and it takes so long.” 

Fuller had been on the board for 24 
years and remembers what it was like 
before Chesterfield had a funded Town 
Administrator to help manage day-to- 





Sue Labrie 


from page I 


day operations and the posi- 
tion has been crucial. 

“T remember days of not 
having a Town Administrator 
and the amount of work it 
took to keep all the balls in 
the air. I think things have 
gotten a lot more complicat- 
ed since that time and more 
demanding than it used to 
be,” he said. “It really helped 
a lot just to get it funded, 
any town administrator. Sue 
is just a self-motivated, well organized 
individual, who did the job very well, 
communicated very well, helped all 
sorts of departments and residents in 
many, many situations and she had skills 
beyond that.” 

In Goshen, Labrie said one of her 
greatest accomplishments has been the 
24 years of teaching fire prevention to 
the school age children in town with 
the aid of SAFE grant program funding, 
through the Massachusetts Department 
of Fire Services, helping fund handouts 
and materials for the children to take 
home. 

“I’ve pretty much been teaching a 
full generation of kids on fire safety. I 
would say that’s probably one of my 
biggest accomplishments,” she said. 
“Hopefully, them bringing the message 
home and you don’t know how many 
fires were prevented through that edu- 
cation.” 

‘“Sue’s tenure has been marked with 
significant accomplishments and she 
will leave big shoes to fill,” said Otis. 
“She has established a wonderful fire 
safety program with both the seniors 
through the Goshen Council on Aging, 
and the children at the New Hingham 
Elementary School, which many have 
credited, in part, for saving the lives of 
local children and families who awoke 
to find their house on fire.” 

During her tenure as chief, she’s 
helped secure more than $750,000in 
grants for the Fire Department including 
$325,000 for a new fire truck. 

Labrie’s final day as Town 
Administrator is June 17. Applications 
are currently being accepted for the posi- 
tion until April 15. Labrie said the town 
hopes to have a replacement named by 
May 15 so they can have a month to 
work with Labrie and get acclimated to 
the position. 

“They have to make sure it’s a 
good fit for them. You are dealing with 
the public a lot; you’re dealing with a 
municipal schedule. I came into it, I 
always felt one of my strong suits was 
analytical skills because my prior back- 
ground was a systems analyst,’ Labrie 
said. “I really think if you think analyt- 
ically, you’re basically doing a lot of 
problem solving with this job; a lot of 
research and problem solving.” 

Interested applicants should send 
Resume and cover letter should be sent 
to the Chesterfield Select Board, PO 
Box 299, 422 Main Road Chesterfield, 
MA 01012 by 3 p.m. on April 15, 2021. 
For more information and a job descrip- 
tion, visit townofchesterfieldma.com. 

“T’m not sure what the next one will 
bring, but if it brings anything near what 
Sue brought to us over this length of 
time it will be a godsend because any 
small town needs a Town Administrator 
to do the day-to-day stuff that other- 
wise the Selectboard would have to do,’ 
Fuller said. “I’m glad the two of them 
are able to retire early. It’s great for them 
and I applaud them for excellent plan- 
ning to get this far in life and being able 
to enjoy what I would hope to be a very 
long retirement.” 

Goshen will be discussing how to 
fill Labrie’s void at a future Selectboard 
meeting. More information on Goshen 
and its fire department is available at 
goshen-ma.us or goshenmafire.com. 





MAPPING THE WAY 





Kim Kelliher maps Old Route 23 the way it was before the great flood of 1955. 
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Karen McTaggart gets a closer look of the Westfield River while mapping Old Route 23. 


COVID-19 Relief Fund available 


The Hilltown CDC announced 
businesses, nonprofits, artists, and 
farmers in the Hilltowns may apply for 
small grants up to $15,000 for suffering 
a financial impact due to COVID-19. 

The grant is open to any busi- 
ness located in the hilltowns, even if 
the business owner doesn’t live in the 
hilltowns. Grant applications can be 
obtained on the Hilltown CDC’s web- 
site at www.hilltowncdc.org or by con- 
tacting Michele Kenney, program coor- 
dinator, at michelek @hilltowncdc.org 
or 413-354-1055. 

The Hilltown COVID Relief Fund 
is available to businesses, nonprof- 
its, artists, and farmers in the towns 
of Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, 
Cummington, Goshen, Granville, 


Huntington, Middlefield, Montgomery, 
Peru, Plainfield, Russell, Westhampton, 
Williamsburg, Worthington. 

For more information, contact 
Michele Kenney at michelek @hill- 
towncdc.org 

Senator Adam Hinds worked with 
Executive Director Dave Christopolis 
to secure $250,000 in the State bud- 
get to provide additional support for 
the rural Hilltowns of Massachusetts. 
Due to Hind’s advocacy, Hilltown 
CDC received $250,000 to provide 
much needed financial relief to the 
region. Hilltown CDC will administer 
$150,000 of the fund and $100,000 of 
the funding will be administered by the 
Greater Shelburne Falls Area Business 
Association. 


Heavy Construction / Civil Site Work Company 
seeking an experienced full time Class A driver. 


Applicant must have at least two to three years’ experience operating a tractor 


trailer unit. 


The Class A driver should have experience with hauling and securing heavy 
construction equipment as well as pulling and operating a lowboy trailer. Driver will 
be driving a 2002 Peterbilt 18 speed C-15 engine; completely refurbished in 2015 


and pulling a 2020 Fontaine 55-ton lowboy. 


Competitive rate of pay is based on experience and licensing. Good references, 
excellent work and driving history are necessary. 

This is a full-time position offering very competitive compensation along with 
a benefit package which includes the following: Partial company paid health 
insurance; dental insurance, paid time off, paid holidays and we also offer a 


retirement plan to participate in. 


We are looking for people with a “Team Attitude” and a desire to excel. We respect 
our employees and value them as individuals within our family team; you are not 


just a number. 


Pre-employment drug and alcohol testing is required once offer of employment is 
made and employment will be contingent on results. 
Please send resume or letter of interest you may also email information@ 


Raymaakers.com for an application. 


This company Is an equal opportunity employer and does not unlawfully discriminate 
against employees or applicants for employment based on an individual's race, color, 
religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, veteran status 
or any other status protected by applicable law. This policy applies to all terms, 
conditions and privileges of employment, including recruitment, hiring, placement, 
compensation, promotion, discipline and termination. 
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Claiming Social 
Security now to 
preserve savings 


By Russell Gloor 
ear Rusty: One of SOCIAL 
the big pieces of the SECURITY 
Social Security puzzle MATTERS 


that everyone seems to miss 

is the protection of other retirement funds. If 
I did not take Social Security, I would have 
to dip into my retirement savings to fund the 
early part of my retirement. I took Social 
Security at my full retirement age rather 
than wait, so I am preserving my retirement 
account that has historically been getting 8 
to 9% interest over the last 30 years. Social 
Security will never give me anything close to 
those returns. Signed: Smart Investor 

Dear Smart Investor: You are, of course, 
correct that preservation of retirement savings 
is important. It’s also correct that everyone’s 
personal financial situation is different. If your 
retirement nest egg has historically provided 
a return of 8 to9% over the last 30 years and 
will continue to do so, then I believe you 
made the right choice by claiming at your full 
retirement age (FRA), and preserving those 
high-return investments. 

But many are not as fortunate as you and 
have their nest egg sitting in low-interest [RAs 
and bank savings accounts, and those folks 
may have a different perspective. They may 
choose an option to delay claiming Social 
Security to get a higher monthly benefit, ini- 
tially using some of their low-return savings, 
but allowing them to preserve their overall 
savings much further into their retirement 
because of a higher Social Security benefit. 
And most often, continuing to work provides 
them added ability to delay claiming Social 
Security to get that higher benefit. 

Personally, I do not advocate withdraw- 
ing from retirement funds in lieu of claiming 
Social Security. But I do suggest that waiting 
past FRA to claim a higher benefit may be 
wiser than claiming earlier and investing the 
Social Security money, trying to beat the 8% 
yearly benefit growth realized by waiting to 
claim. It’s an unfortunate reality that high-re- 
turn/low-risk investments are very difficult to 
find these days, and most seniors are loathe to 
put their money in high-risk investments to get 
higher returns. 

Again, everyone’s situation is different, 
and each must choose based upon their own 
circumstances. Many who contact us about 
their Social Security options intend to contin- 
ue working beyond their full retirement age. 
Those folks might adopt a strategy where they 
delay past their FRA to get a higher Social 
Security benefit for the rest of their life, made 
possible because they are still working and 
earning (rather than withdrawing from invest- 
ments). If they’re in good health and will 
achieve at least average life expectancy, they 
will not only enjoy a much higher monthly 
benefit, but they’Il also receive more in cumu- 
lative lifetime benefits by waiting longer to 
claim Social Security. 

Finally, often lost in the argument to 
claim at or after FRA is that, for a married 
couple, a surviving spouse receives 100% of 
the benefit the deceased spouse was receiving 
at death. That surviving spouse benefit will 
either be a smaller FRA amount or a larg- 
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Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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Thank you to the Council on Aging 


As two individuals that participated in 
the March 20th St. Patrick’s Day Corned 
Beef and Cabbage curbside pickup lun- 
cheon, we thank the Huntington Council 
on Aging for this wonderful opportunity to 
obtain such a well-prepared meal. The pre- 
sentation which included the meal, shopping 


bag, horseradish sauce, cookies and even 
some chocolate coins was very impressive. 
We also thank the volunteers that help pre- 
pare, service, and were the car hops. It was a 

well-organized operation. 
Eileen Watson and Bob Goewey 
Huntington 


Try Kubb for safe fun during pandemic 


We are all familiar with cornhole, 
horseshoes, volleyball, etc., but what about 
a game of “Kubb?” Kubb is a Swedish game 
of skill and strategy and is played in an 
arena measuring 2 feet by 16 feet called the 
pitch. The basic object of the game is to 
toss wooden dowels underarm in an attempt 
to topple your opponent’s baseline blocks of 
wood, which in Swedish are called kubbs. In 
the center of the field is the king, which is 
similar to the eight ball in pocket billiards. 
The game can be played one-on-one or up 
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to six players against six. This game can be 
enjoyed by the entire family. To learn more 
about this fantastic sport just go online and 
search “TV broadcast of 2018 U.S. Kubb 
Open Beloit, Wisconsin.” Play the video. 
Kubb sets can be purchased online also, 
but be sure the game is regulation in size 
and made of hardwood. 
Kubb is said to be a game that unites 
people! 
Bill Paul 
Subscriber 
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Liz Massa and Russ LaPierre of the Hilltown Hikers visit Old Falls Road in Blandford. The Western 
Mass Hilltown Hikers support the Town of Blandford and its ongoing endeavor to gain back access 
to Cobble Mountain Road. The water may go to Springfield, but the land and most importantly it’s 
history still belongs to the Hilltowns. 
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By Deborah Daniels 


ary Lyon was a hard-working 
woman who never stopped 
working hard. She refused to 


wait for a better tomorrow for women’s 
education. Here’s her story as we cele- 
brate March, Women’s History Month. 

She was born into a farming family 
in 1797. Her father, who had fought in 
the Revolutionary War, died when she 
was six years old. That left her mother 
with seven children and a 100-acre farm 
to run in the hills of Buckland, MA. Yes, 
you can still see the cellar hole remains 
of Mary Lyon’s birthplace in Buckland, 
off Route 112. Her mother remarried and 
moved away taking the five smallest chil- 
dren when Mary was 13 years old. Mary 
took over the running of the house with 
her brother Aaron in charge of the farm. 
He paid her one silver dollar per week as 
her wage. She would have been in charge 
of cooking meals, baking bread, preserv- 
ing fruit and vegetables from the garden, 
making cheese, butter, soap and candles, 
doing laundry, sewing clothes, weaving 
linens and cleaning the house. What a 
relief her mother took the five younger 
siblings! 

She had attended local schools until 
she was 13 years old. At the age of 17, 
she was invited to teach Major Josiah 
Griswold’s 12 children in his house. The 
classroom was in his third-floor former 
ballroom, according to Sue Samoriski, 
current owner of this 1816 central chim- 
ney house with 12 fireplaces. The house 
is on Old Upper Street in Buckland and 
has been featured in a documentary 
about Mary Lyon. 

Mary Lyon charmed the children 
and earned a reputation as an excellent 
teacher. She went on to teach school 
to four- to 10-year-old children in 
Shelburne. Teaching the three Rs was 
easy until the older boys joined the class- 
room on rainy days when they could not 
work outside. That was typical for edu- 
cation in a one room school. At the age 
of 20, she attended Sanderson Academy 
in Ashfield and then Byfield Seminary 
in Eastern Mass. She cobbled togeth- 
er time as a student along with teach- 
ing duties. She worked as a teacher in 
New Hampshire and at Ipswich Female 
Seminary, also studying for a time at 
Amherst College. She met many promi- 
nent men and women involved in educa- 


SECURITY 


er (e.g., age 70) amount, depending 
upon when the higher earning spouse 
claimed. Point is, if you are mar- 
ried, when you claim may also affect 
your spouse’s survivor benefit, so life 
expectancy of both spouses should 
always be included in the decision 
on when to claim. In any case, from 
what you’ve written I believe that your 
choice to claim at your FRA in order 
to preserve your high-return invest- 
ments was a prudent move for your 
personal circumstances. And I admire 
the careful thought you put into that 
decision. 

This article is intended for infor- 
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpreta- 
tions of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our web- 
site (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 
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HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Something About Mary 


tion who would later support her efforts 
to create a school. She was influenced by 
their bold philosophy on education, and 
she impressed many of them with her 
abilities as an educator. 

By 1834 she left the position of 
assistant principal at Ipswich Seminary 
so she could devote herself to raising 
money to create her own institution. She 
traveled throughout New England asking 
people for donations, writing circulars 
and ads announcing plans for a wom- 
en’s school. She developed a curriculum, 
visited schools, and spoke with educa- 
tors about how to design a school. She 
persuaded influential men to back her 
idea. The town of South Hadley donat- 
ed $8,000 to have her seminary located 
there. She carried a green velvet draw- 
string bag to collect donations in and 
no donation was too small. It worked 
despite the prevailing idea that a col- 
lege for women was a ridiculous notion. 
At the time there were 120 colleges in 
America for men, none for women. It 
took her three years to raise the funds 
and to design and plan her school. She 
was determined to make it affordable 
to women of modest means with high 
academic standards and not limited to 
domestic science. 

Mount Holyoke Female Seminary 
in South Hadley opened with 80 stu- 
dents in 1837. The students had to be 
at least 17 years old. They had to pass 
an entrance exam in English grammar, 
math, U.S. History, and geography. Mary 
Lyon asked that they bring a Bible, an 
atlas, a dictionary, and two spoons to 
school. No forks? The brand-new build- 
ing had no running water, small stoves 
in each room, housing 2 students, who 
had to fetch their own firewood. Students 
were expected to work to keep the $60 
yearly tuition bill low. They were orga- 
nized into domestic work circles of five 
women who rotated doing the cook- 
ing, cleaning, laundry and office work. 
They had 16-hour school days — up at 
5 a.m., bedtime was 9:15 p.m. Everyone 
was required to attend church daily and 
make private devotions twice a day! 
Mary Lyon believed in exercise, so stu- 
dents were required to walk one mile 
daily after breakfast. Seven courses in 
science and math had to be mastered 
in their three years of education. Mary 
Lyon taught chemistry as well as admin- 
istered the seminary. She engaged stu- 





Mary Lyon’s birthplace as painted by Edwin 
Romanzo Elmer in 1904. Online Images 
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Stamps of Mount Holyoke College graduates 
including Mary Lyon, founder; Lucy Stone 
Class of 1839, women’s rights activist; Emily 
Dickenson class of 1849, poet; Frances 
Perkins class of 1902, Secretary of Labor 
under Franklin Delano Roosevelt; Dr. Virginia 
Apgar class of 1929, MD who developed 
newborn assessment scale, universally 
used in hospitals and women suffragettes. 
Submitted photo by Deborah Daniels 


dents by having guest lecturers, field 
trips and interactive classroom discus- 
sion as methods of teaching. The school 
was a success. The following year 200 
students applied to Mount Holyoke and 
90 students were accepted. She served 
as President of the school for 12 years. 
Mary Lyon died at age 52 of erysipelas, 
sepsis from a skin infection most likely 
caught from a student. 

Mary Lyon encouraged her students 
to “go where no one else will go. Do 
what no one else will do.” Graduates 
became teachers and missionaries, 
that scattered all over America and the 


Fun with houseplants 


ust about a month ago I IN THE low-green the leaves were. I 
decided to re-pot a num- GARDEN moistened my compost-based 
ber of my “houseplants.” Coast of Maine potting soil 


I figured the timing was good, 
since before too long the 
plants would be responding 
to longer days with increased 
growth. They would relish 
new soil and more room for 
their roots to sprawl in the 
bigger pots I would provide. 
While I have never really 
felt that my outdoor “green 
thumb” has transferred to indoor plants, 
[’ve managed not to kill enough of them 
so that one morning of February vacation 
was spent with my hands in potting soil 
liberating them from a fate of being root 
bound in the same tired soil. 

One of my favorite houseplants is 
the Gerber daisy. Most people think of 
this plant as a summer annual, and it 
technically is here in the northeast, but 
frugal Yankees (1.e. Mom and I) have 
been keeping them alive through the 
winter for years now. Its pretty pastel 
daisy-type flowers remind me of those 
the prankster clowns use to squirt water 
in the faces of unsuspecting folks. In 
our house we call it the “happy plant.” 
I had three good-sized pots of them, all 
with tired soil. It showed by how yel- 
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and proceeded to pry the 
plants apart, giving the divi- 
sions a fresh pot and a splash 
of liquid fertilizer once back 
on the windowsill. I am happy 
to say I now have one flower 
and a few others awaiting in 
the crown! Success! 

Three other plants typi- 
cally grown as annuals were 
saved from winter’s chill and brought 
indoors as an experiment. One was a 
lobelia plant that grew in a ceramic pot 
by my front door all summer. Usually 
lobelias peter out during the dog days, 
but this newer variety kept right on 
blooming right through the heat. For the 
fun of it, I cut it back in late October and 
put it, pot and all in my mud room. Lo 
and behold, it started to grow. I provided 
it with light, some fresh soil and said 
liquid fertilizer, and it is actually sporting 
a few blossoms right now. I am only hop- 
ing it will be happy indoors for several 
more weeks; thankfully lobelias are fair- 
ly cold hardy so I can probably get it out- 
side earlier than most flowering plants. 

Another annual I overwintered is 
helotrope. Given to me as a gift last 





world, not just New England. There 
is no doubt education nationwide 
improved under the leadership of Mount 
Holyoke Female Seminary graduates. It 
became a four-year college for women 
in 1893 and continues today. The post- 
age stamps reflect a sample of Mt. 
Holyoke’s illustrious graduates. And it 
all started with a Buckland farm girls’ 
vision of what education could be. Hats 
off to Polly Anderson of the Buckland 
Historical Society and Sue Samoriski 
of the Mary Lyon Foundation for local 
schools for sharing information. Check 
out Wednesday’s “What’s it?” on the 
Buckland Historical Society’s website. 
You will be amazed by what you learn. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


summer, its purple, vanilla-baby pow- 
der scented flowers provided a olfac- 
tory pick-me-up whenever needed. 
Admittedly, this plant struggled over the 
winter but with fresh soil and a brighter 
window it is thriving once more. The 
same goes for a coleus that I got from 
a my friend Jean a year and a half ago. 
I decided take cuttings of all three to 
increase my coffers and happily both 
the coleus and the lobelia have rooted. 
It’s been tricky to keep the almost furry 
heliotrope leaves from wilting while 
awaiting roots. More research necessary 
there, 

Late last spring I made a mixed 
planter with succulent type plants for my 
porch. I used what I had, including two 
tiny kalachoe plants rescued from where 
I don’t recall. They looked so pathetic 
that I planted them almost in the same 
hole to make one decent-sized plant. But 
alas, in just three months of good soil 
and a warm porch they tripled in size and 
by February were full of aphids. After 
a soapy bath they were separated, each 
given their own pot. Now, one has flower 
buds! I have read that kalanchoes are 
easy to propagate. Simply take a cutting 
of terminal growth two to three inches 
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Highway truck slotted for Annual Town Meeting 


By Peter Spotts 


HUNTINGTON — Budget season is 
a difficult task each of year of prioritiz- 
ing where to allocate town funds and this 
year the Highway Department is looking 
to bolster its fleet with a new F-450 pick- 
up to replace the one-ton pickup truck 
that has given the department a myriad of 
issues this past year. 

Leading up to winter storm season, 
the truck failed state inspection due to a 
cracked frame, which had to be welded, 
then spent a couple weeks in the shop 
for mechanical work to pass inspection. 
Highway Superintendent Charles Dazelle 
said they’ve spent about $12,000 trying 


to keep the one-ton on the road this win- 
ter and it’s 12 years old; highway trucks 
are typically replaced around 10 years. 
“We had to scramble a lot and 
there’s still issues. We’re trying to just 
feather it along and just go from there,” 
Dazelle said. “On the highway, they just 
get way overused and it’s way over its 
life expectancy. A lot of hard miles.” 
With the cost of the truck estimat- 
ed be around $70,000, the Board of 
Selectmen had to make the tough deci- 
sion to inform Fire Chief Josh Ellinger 
the new vehicle for the Fire Department 
will have to wait another year. 
“Unfortunately, because of what 
happened to the highway dump truck, 








Aimee Burnham helps prepare oven roasted vegetables for 
the Huntington Council on Aging’s corn beef and cabbage 
luncheon on Saturday, March 20. Over 100 meals were 
prepared and picked up by Huntington residents. 


ocavenger hunt throughout 
town concludes Sunday 


HUNTINGTON — The recre- 
ation committee is planning an Easter 
scavenger hunt for children and grand- 
children of Huntington residents. 
Participants must sign up by calling 
Vicki at 413-667-0085 or email hun- 
tingtonrec @ gmail.com. 

Clues will be able to be spotted 
throughout town at various locations 


NORWICH HILL 


the passion of Christ and look forward 
to the dawning of Easter joy. 

The pastor is always available to 
speak with you. If you do not receive 
our emails and would like to connect 
with our Zoom worship service and/or 
fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ 
gmail.com to receive the information 
you will need to participate or send us 
a message on Facebook. 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, informa- 
tion, and spiritual encouragement. For 
more information, please contact 413- 
667-3935 or 860-798-7771 or first- 


for a few days so participants can com- 
plete at their leisure. On Sunday, March 
28, committee members will be avail- 
able with a goodie bag for those who 
signed up and completed the hunt at 
Pettis field. Time to be determined. 

Participants should leave name, 
address, phone number, email and ages 
of children participating. 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, min- 
istry, and fellowship. We are an Open 
and Affirming Church inviting, wel- 
coming, and affirming everyone — 
seekers, believers, and wonderers alike 
— on their journey of faith, to join in 
10 a.m. Zoom Sunday worship. 

This Sunday is Palm Sunday. Our 
reading from Mark 11:1-11, invites 
us to hear the familiar story and won- 
der what relevance it has for us these 
days’? 

On Thursday, April 1, we will 
have a Maundy Thursday Service of 
scripture, candlelight, and communion 
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Kat Peterson and a Huntington resident are in the spirit of 
St. Patrick’s Day as Peterson helps hand out lunches. 





at 7 p.m. by Zoom as we remember churchofhuntington@ gmail.com. 


we have to replace that this year, [that] 
we weren’t planning on,” Chairman Ed 
Renauld said. “I think that’s going to 
have to wait another year, Josh.” 

Funding for the trucks comes from 
the town’s vehicle stabilization fund, 
which the board doesn’t want to drain all 
at once. 

“I don’t want to drain that in one 
year after we’ve taken several to build it 
up,’ Renauld said. “It a tough decision 
josh. That highway truck is a must have 
for Chipper. We have to have that in ser- 
vice... We can’t push it down the road 
anymore. That’s going to be our number 
one priority to get that taken care of.” 

The Board did praise the work 
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Ellinger has been doing and his proposed 
budget for fiscal 2022 as he worked to 
level fund all but one account in his bud- 
get. 

“T’m level funding everything all the 
way across the board, all except vehicle 
maintenance because I wanted to make 
some electrical improvements to the res- 
cue truck to putt in some more char- 
gers for some of our lights,” Ellinger 
said. “It’s pretty important for me to have 
those charges mounted on the truck that 
way they’re always charged and avail- 
able.” 

“Your budget looks good Josh,” 
Chairman Ed Renauld said. “You were a 
good hire.” 


su 


Kat Peterson, Huntington COA chair, goes from car to car to 
deliver lunches. 


Submitted photos by Peri Sossaman 
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VOTES 


and fire and police department per- 
sonnel plan to be at the transfer sta- 
tion from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 27, and then again for most of 


from page I 


the open hours — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — on 
Wednesday, March 31, to answer any 
questions residents may have about the 
project before the April 3 vote. 
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long, stripping off all but the top 2 or 3 
leaves. Allow the stem to callus and then 
insert into a free-draining type of potting 
soil, one comprised of peat moss and 
perlite is ideal. Begin checking for roots 
in about a month. 

Another plant that faced true liber- 
ation a month ago was an amaryllis that 
I received in a fancy clear container. The 
bulb was waxed, or maybe even covered 
in some kind of plastic. Hard to tell.. All 
you had to do was put it on the shelf, no 
potting up required. Something did not 
set well with me about this fancy new 
modus...they want you to throw it away 
afterwards! But I kept my comment to 
myself, thanked the person who gave it 
to me and watched as it bloomed, nice- 
ly, but on a shorter stem than what I am 
used to. Once the flowers had passed it 
looked as though another stem wanted 
to put out flower buds, but it just sort 
of sat there. I decided I would operate, 
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gently peeling the wax off the bulb. After 
planting in potting soil the amaryllis 
did bloom and has since put out healthy 
white roots this last month. Next it will 
grow a healthy crop of foliage then go 
dormant before blooming again next fall/ 
winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and 
experiment with my “houseplants.” 
Maybe I’ve had some success because 
not all of them were intentioned for the 
house all along. Or maybe my luck is 
changing! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 
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AGREEMENT 


towns have approved the revised doc- 
ument; Montgomery and Russell have 
not approved the document yet as dis- 
cussions continued last month around 
changes focused on other post-employ- 
ment benefits and withdrawing from the 
district requirements. 

“There are no towns considering 
leaving but rather the discussion is to 
ensure that appropriate guidelines are in 
the revised document to avoid the issues 
that arose when Worthington was able to 
get special legislation passed to leave the 
district,’ Superintendent David Hopson 
said. “For whatever reason the special 
legislation that allowed Worthington to 
withdraw without a settlement with the 
district did not include them paying their 
share of OPEB liabilities, meaning that 
those were passed along to the remaining 
six towns.” 

The points discussed at the meeting 
included provisions in place if a town 
wants to leave the district, something 
that came along with that is the leav- 
ing town’s portion of OPEB. There are 
new federal guidelines saying that OPEB 
costs should be allocated ahead of time 
rather than being paid throughout the 
year. 

Hopson said the district’s current 
OPEB cost basis is over 20 million 
dollars and each town has a share of 
this cost; towns cannot leave the dis- 
trict without paying for their liabilities 
to the district and remaining towns. 
This was an important discussion point. 
MARS representative Jay Barry called 
withdrawing a “big deal” and that it was 


understandable there was a lot of discus- 
sion on the issue. There current system 
has the School Committee discuss the 
withdrawal of a town before that town 
votes, but other strategies for this process 
were discussed including giving voters 
more information on the district and the 
costs associated between the school and 
the town before the vote on withdrawing. 

Gateway Legal Counsel Russell 
Dupere said 


nication between the withdrawing town 
and the rest of the district. 

The regional agreement was first 
adopted in 1959 and was last amended 
in 1976, so the Facilitated Discussion 
Committee spent 2018-19 school year 
discussing and agreeing on amend- 
ments that would make the Gateway 
Regional Agreement compliant with 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary 





the only way 
for a town 
to withdraw 
from the dis- 
trict without 
paying OPEB 
is if they owe 
nothing, and 
they’ve paid 
all debt due. 


“Regional agreements throughout 
the state make clear that a town 
withdrawing from a regional school 
district is a significant event.” 


MARS representative 
Mac Reid 


regulations 
and state law. 
For the cur- 
rent agree- 
ment, the pri- 
mary change 
includes that 
each member 
town would 
have the exact 





MARS is add- 

ing additional language to include these 
concerns about OPEB liability in the 
advised regional agreement. 

“Regional agreements throughout 
the state make clear that a town with- 
drawing from a regional school district 
is a significant event. It has ramifications 
both for the withdrawing town and the 
remaining towns,” MARS representative 
Mac Reid said. “The issues related to a 
town withdrawing will be spelled out in 
an amended regional agreement that is 
developed at the time of withdrawal.” 

Since Worthington left the district, 
the school committee is taking careful 
steps to make sure a withdrawal from a 
town has more steps and more commu- 


same number 
of school committee members, though 
their votes will be weighted to conform 
to state and federal laws. 

Reid said the most important chang- 
es to the regional agreement included 
simple language changes that made the 
agreements current use clearer for the 
present and future use of the document. 

“One of the few additions to this 
amended regional agreement is language 
which requires a sub-committee of the 
regional school committee, made up of 
elected and at-large members, to review 
the Regional Agreement every five 
years and report any suggestions to the 
Regional School Committee,’ Reid said. 

The regional agreement is a doc- 


WORTHINGTON 
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ument that describes how a region- 
al school district functions as well as 
its legal and financial intersection with 
member towns, the agreement is straight- 
forward and hasn’t needed many amend- 
ments as a result. The school committee 
will review the agreement in five years 
and discuss if there are needed changes, 
but the agreement is meant to outline 
the major actions of the district and the 
member towns. Hopson said the school 
and two towns who haven’t approved the 
agreement are getting closer to ironing 
out the differences between the parties. 

“We believe we have the differ- 
ences down to a small number and are 
still working out potential language 
changes,” he said. “We are attempt- 
ing to schedule additional discussions 
to review potential language changes. 
It is likely that with the changes being 
proposed by Montgomery and Russell 
that the approval process will need to be 
undertaken — 1.e., a meeting of repre- 
sentatives from all six towns to vote on 
proposing these changes to the school 
committee, a school committee vote 
to approve, and then move the newly 
revised agreement back to all six towns 
for ratification. Based upon nearly three 
decades of working on these changes, I 
will make no prediction on if we’ll get 
six towns to agree with the revisions in 
either regular or special town meetings.” 

The amended agreement was 
a scheduled for further discussion on 
March 16, but it was cancelled and will 
be rescheduled for a future date. For 
more information, visit grsd.org. 





BLAIS 


Reinke said. “The department needs to 
be certified by July 1; on our budget we 
haven’t planned for this.” 

Currently, Worthington will sponsor 
its officers to go to the full-time police 
academy, but it doesn’t pay them for 
the training. With the new regulations 
passed at the end of December, now the 
town is on the hook for the financial part 
of the training as well, and all officers 
will have to get the full-time training. 

Reinke said beyond the funding 
issue, once they are full-time certified, 
they won’t want to work just a few hours 
a week anymore. He’s requested two 
full-time officers in this year’s budget, 
including himself, and is worried if it 
doesn’t happen this year the town may 
not find full-time officers in the future. 

“How am I going to get these peo- 
ple to come in on any level? How am 
I going to get those guys to come in 
anymore?” he said. “How am I going to 
train them? They’re not going to give up 
a year of their life...to do something for 
eight hours a week.” 

“It wasn’t the intent of this law to 
do away with part-time police forces,” 
Blais said. “I want to make sure that 1s 
out there. The intent is not to do that 
and that is certainly a recognition of the 
concerns that were being raised by rural 
communities.” 

Additionally, Reinke said his offi- 
cers, and those of small departments like 
the hilltowns do more work. He com- 
pared the situation in a city department 
like Springfield, where there’s a differ- 
ent officer to handle each step of the 
arrest process, whereas his officers have 
to arrest, take the person to lockup, do 
booking, and the paperwork after. 

“Part-time departments like 
Williamsburg, when we arrest some- 
body, when we deal with somebody 
on the street, we deal with them from 
beginning to end,’ he said. “We do the 
whole job. We get called reserve or part- 
time, but we do more work, and I don’t 
think anybody realizes that.” 

“We need to understand any poten- 
tial implications as you are all going into 
your budget season,” Blais said. “We 
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want to make sure you have the infor- 
mation you need to get these questions 
answered.” 

The first topic discussed was the 
how the town clerks in the communi- 
ties handled running election last year 
despite all the changes caused by 
COVID-19. Blais had nothing but praise 
to give. 

“T think it’s important to recognize 
our town clerks really stepped up in a 
way that was extraordinary in covid 
and I just want to echo and reiterate 
my thanks to our town clerks because 
they’ve really gone above and beyond,” 
Blais said. 

Blais told the board she was upset 
with Gov. Charlie Baker vetoing a com- 
munity economic development bill she 
had been a part of trying to pass. 

“One of the pieces I picked up and 
really pushed for was the rural jobs act, 
or rural funds. It would have incentiv- 
ized investments in rural communities,” 
she said. “It was one of seven items the 
Governor vetoed.” 

Chairman Charley Rose thanked 
Blais for her communication regarding 
the vaccination situation and his disap- 
pointment with how poorly the situation 
was handled and appointments being 
online-only when it rolled out. Blais had 
reached out to her district towns on Feb. 
18 to express her frustration with the 
vaccination rollout and the feedback she 
received from constituents during that 
difficult time. 

“T cannot tell you how many con- 
stituents ve heard from by email or by 
phone and its heart breaking because 
the goal posts kept changing and peo- 
ple were literally spending hours online 
refreshing their screens trying to get 
access to a vaccination appointment,” 
Blais said during the board meeting. 
“And I think we all know that a mass 
vaccination site at a mall in Springfield 
is not the way that rural communities 
work.” 

Blais welcomes comments and 
feedback from the district. She can be 
reached at 413-362-9453 or natalie. 
blais@mahouse.gov. 


WORTHINGTON 
Conwell Elementary ir 
After-School Program is applying 
for a Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
grant. 

The 21st Century Community 
Learning Center Supporting 
Additional Learning Time Grant aims 
to provide interactive, relevant, and 





school targets grant 
to bolster programming 


engaging programming during the 
school year and summer that meets 
the specific academic, social emotion- 
al learning, and developmental needs 
of students. 

If awarded the grant would begin 
July Ist, 2021. For more informa- 
tion, contact After-School Program 
Coordinator Shannon Madden at 
smadden @hr-k12.org. 


News, photo publication policy 


As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. 
While we try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever 
space allows, space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. 
Our policy is to limit publication of upcoming events to one article in 


advance of the event and, space permitting, 


a second brief reminder article 


the week prior to an event, and to run those articles in only one section of the 
paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously. 
All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 


limitations and deadlines, therefore 
Whenever copy for the week exceeds 


publication cannot be guaranteed. 
allotted space, news copy will take 


priority, and public service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve 
the right to edit for style and space, and are under no obligation to print lists 
of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after deadline, unless time and space 
allows. 

Deadline is Monday at NOON, on holidays it is Friday at 2 p.m. 
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Town meeting approves Owners Project Manager 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD — Another land- 
mark-making town meeting which lasted 
less than 15 minutes secured $120,000 
for an Owners Project Manager, who will 
provide assistance finalizing a project 
scope and cost for a new highway garage 
and rehabilitating the existing highway 
garage so as to create a new Fire Station. 

Six articles covered prior fiscal year 
invoices, three more transferred water 
department funds to cover breaks, transfer 
station salaries, and the town’s IT Support 
were all voted on as a consent agenda. 

Two more articles changed town 
bylaws to accurately reflect Board of 
Health fees and increasing a bond to 
cover any damages caused by transpor- 
tation of loads in excess of ten tons from 
$2,000 per mile to $25,000 per mile. 

The remaining articles, 14 through 





Chairman of the Planning Board Mike 


Hutchins introduces zoning bylaw changes 
at a special town meeting on Monday, 
March 22. Submitted photo by Mary Kronholm 


30, were all amending zoning bylaws 
which was reported on favorably by 
Planning Board Chairman Mike Hutchins. 
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Fiber-optic installation is nearing completion in Fiber Service Area 4 which includes 
North Street, Chester Road and all adjacent roads. Fiber splicing was being done 


Monday on North Blandford Road, which is the last step before running fiber to a home. 
Submitted photo by Peter Langmore 
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their advertisement the 
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The zoning bylaw changes were all con- 
sidered with consent agenda as well. 
Hutchins said that the zoning bylaws 
were “basically a clean-up” of the lan- 
guage and organizing them appropriately. 
The only significant change was under 
enforcement, and anyone in non-com- 
pliance could be fined up to $300 a day. 
There is no minimum fine for lesser 
infractions, but compliance 1s mandatory. 
All 30 articles on the Special Town 
Meeting warrant passed unanimously by 
22 registered voters in attendance. 
Chairman of the Municipal 
Light Board Peter Langmore provid- 
ed an update on the town’s fiber optic 
installation at the close of the meet- 
ing. According to Langmore, Whip City 
Fiber is connecting everyone as quickly 
as possible, and the goal is to connect 
everybody. The town currently stands at 
73% of all homes signed on. Langmore 
also reminded residents that the town 
has received a grant to cover the $99 
activation fee for all homes owned by 





anyone 65 or over. 

The first Fiber Service Area which 
includes North Street/Chester Road, 
North Blandford Road and all intersecting 
adjacent roads is expected to go live first 
at the end of May or early June. Weather, 
according to Langmore, has created mul- 
tiple delays. 

The Select Board met prior to the 
Special Town Meeting to review warrant 
articles. They also discussed, with the 
Finance Committee, how best to cover 
the cost of emergency repairs to Russell 
Stage Road. 

The board and finance approved tak- 
ing $55,000 from capital expenditures 
and $30,000 from the reserve account to 
cover the road maintenance. 

The board also approved changing 
the date of the town election to June 26, 
with hours to be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
to follow the Annual Town Meeting, 
now scheduled for June 21. Voting by 
mail will also be available for the town 
election. 


Blandford Fire Chief Dave Mottor puts out a brush fire at Watson Park on Monday, March 
22. According to Deputy Chief Tom Ackley, the fire had been smoldering since Friday or 
Saturday but wasn’t noticed or reported until Monday afternoon. 
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Fire Chief Dave Mottor and Deputy Fire Chief Tom Ackley responded to the brush fire with 


Photos by Mary Kronholm 
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The brush fire smolders before the Fire Department put it out. 
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Four Finance Committee seats 
open at Town Caucus April 12 


WESTHAMPTON — The Town 
Caucus to nominate local officials for 
candidacy to be elected at the Annual 
Town Election will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on April 12, 2021 at Westhampton 
Highway Garage. 

The following positions are avail- 
able for nomination. All positions have 
one available seat for a three-year term 
unless stated otherwise: Selectboard; 


Board of Assessors; Board of Assessors, 
two-year term; Board of Assessors, 
one-year term; Planning Board; 
Planning Board, two-year term; Finance 
Committee, four seats; Library Trustees, 
two seats; Hampshire Regional School 
Committee; Westhampton Elementary 
School Committee; Moderator, one-year 
term; Tree Warden, one-year term; and 
Constable (Center District). 


CUMMINGTON 





Caucus scheduled for March 31 


CUMMINGTON — The Town 
Caucus will be held at the Community 
House on Wednesday, March 31, at 7 
p.m. for the purpose of nominating can- 
didates for the Town Officers to be elect- 
ed at the Annual Town Election on May 
10. 

This Caucus is called under the 
provisions of Chapter 53, Section 121 
of the Mass General Laws and will be 
called to order by the Town Clerk, after 
which a chairman and a secretary will be 
chosen. The following positions will be 
available for nomination. All positions 


Support the local 


have one vacancy for a three-term unless 
otherwise stated: Selectman; Assessor; 
Moderator, one year term; Vocational 
School Committee member; Almoner of 
Charitable Funds; Commissioner of Trust 
Funds; Water Commissioner; Trustee of 
the Bryant Free Library, five-year term; 
Finance Committee, two seats; Board 
of Health; Planning Board, one seat for 
a one-year term; Planning Board, one 
seat for a five-year term; Cummington 
Recreation & Pettingill Memorial Field 
Committee, three seats; Municipal Light 
Plant Board, two seats. 


businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 


their ad in the 


Country Journal 





OPEN EVERYDAY 


10am-/pm 


www.cannacornerbecket.com 
413-770-4bud (4283) 


3235 Main Street 


Becket, MA 01223 


(Bias 


MLS 


Located in the Route 8 Pub 


and Becket Liquors Plaza 
Your neighborhood dispensary! 


Chester Office: 585 Rt. 20 
(413) 351-5277 


email: Joy.Salvini@comcast.net 
Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


8 | 
PUB 


3235 Main Street, Becket MA 413*623*6026 


Open everyday 
11am-9pm 


www.routespub.com 
413-623-6026 


3235 Main Street 
Becket, MA 


Located in Canna Corner 
Dispensary Plaza 


American Cuisine 
and Thin Crust 
sourdough Pizza! 


FULL BAR 
EAT-IN TAKE-OUT 
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CHESTERFIELD 


“birth 


: ~(-) announcement 





It's a boy! 





CHESTERFIELD — Jodie (Haftel) Maisfehlt and Lillian (Smith) 
Maisfehlt are proud to announce that their son, Sanford Bernard Maisfehlt, 
was born at home in Chester, CT on Feb. 13, 2021. He weighed 9 pounds 5 
ounces and measured 21 inches. The Grandparents are Arnold Haftel, late 
of Middletown, CT, and Arthur and Eleanor Smith of Chesterfield, MA. He 
joins big sister Hester, age 11, big brother Northrop, age 7, and big sister 
Ardith, age 4. 





Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 


RE/MAX 


COMPASS 


Experience 


the JOY 
of Buying or 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





page 10 Country Journal © Thursday, March 25, 2021 


RUSSELL 





Holy Week 
services begin 


RUSSELL — The Holy Family 
Parish has a full schedule for Holy 
Week, beginning on Saturday, March 27, 
up through Easter Sunday on April 4. 

The church is using a HEPA air fil- 
ter and anyone entering the church for 
Mass must sanitize their hands, wear a 
mask, and observe fix feet of social dis- 
tancing from others. 

Palm/Passion Sunday Vigil will be 
at 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 27. Blessed 
Palms will be available as people exit the 
church. 

Palm/Passion Sunday Mass on 
Sunday, March 28, will take place at 
8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. Blessed Palms 
will be available as people exit the 
church. 

Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper Transfer of the Eucharist 
begins at 6 p.m. on Thursday, April 1. 
Please bring any type of bell, all bells 
will be rung during the Gloria. 

Friday, April 2, Good Friday, will 
feature the Celebration of the Passion 
of the Lord with readings, Veneration of 
the Cross by bowing, and Communion 
Service at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, April 3, will be the Easter 
Vigil Liturgy with Service of Light, 
Procession, Proclamation, Readings, 
Renewal of Baptismal Promises and 
Eucharist starting at 7:30 p.m. Please 
bring any type of bell, all bells will be 
rung during the Gloria. No candles will 
be handed out due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The week culminates with the Mass 


, se of Resurrection on Easter Sunday, April 
Liz Massa and Debbie Daniels visit the land where the Woronoco _ Kim Kelliher touches the former steps of the old School House. 4. Services will begin at 8:15 a.m. and 


Schoolhouse used to stand. Submitted photos 11 a.m. 


Find magic at the Russell Library 
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RUSSELL — Something magical 
can happen when reading any of the 
books on display in the young adult sec- 
tion of the Russell Public Library. 

Depending on what someone likes 
to read, there are many different genres 
including poetry, adventure, graphic 
novels, historical fiction, and fantasy 
books. 

The words that describe these books 


are “Bold! Explosive!,’ “The best book 
I’ve read in ages,” “Impossible to put 
down,” and “A charming, intriguingly 
plotted novel.” 

A few recommendations are “This 
One Summer” by award winning 
authors Jillian & Tamaki Mariko, and 
“The Crossover” by Kwame Alexander, 
a John Newberry Medal winner. So 
many good books to choose from. 





The Bridge Street Bridge was closed by the Massachusetts Department of | ee 
Transportation to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic in 1985. This historic open- A ehh De | Fe sss su 
spandrel, rib-arch was built in 1924 and is one of the few examples of this rare bridge { a mo ie 
type that remain. It is an arch bridge with a total length of 400 feet, consisting of two y 

65-foot approach spans and three arch spans which are approximately 104 feet, 62 
feet, and 104 feet, respectively. At this crossing, the Westfield River is in a rocky gorge 


approximately 50 feet below the bridge’s deck. The bridge’s middle piers are located The young adult section of the Russell Public Library is filled with great reads this spring. 
on an island in the middle of the river. Submitted photo Submitted photo 


7 
ae 


Aue } 








a 
iene 


ft 
Ae ONO ee sl RS SP a 


TT UE es ee ae ee or ees oes 


yon a. > - re ~ a OR a. 





The Hilltown Hiikers take a stroll through Strathmore Mill #1 and the carriage house on Old Kim Kelliher, Karen McTaggart, Lyle Congdon, Debbie Daniels, and Liz Massa gathered for a 


Route 20 Woronoco in Russell. Submitted photo history hike through the old mill last weekend. 
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Nomination papers due Friday 


CHESTER — The annual Chester 
Town Election will be held on Saturday, 
May 1. The following offices are up 
for election and nomination papers must 
be picked up from the Town Clerk’s by 
Wednesday, March 24, completed by 
obtaining 20 valid active Chester vot- 
ers and returned to the Town Clerk by 
Friday, March 26. 

The following positions will be on 
the ballot. All positions are for three-year 
terms: Selectboard, one seat; Library 
Trustee, two seats; Board of Health, one 
seat; Board of Assessor, one seat; School 
Committee, one seat; Electric Light 
Commissioner, one seat; and Moderator, 
one seat, two-year term. 


Anyone can run for any office if they 
are a valid active voter and care about 
Chester. If someone is interested 1n pick- 
ing up a nomination paper, please call 
413-354-6603 and leave their name and 
phone number. Please repeat the phone 
number as sometimes it cuts out of the 
message. Information can also be sent to 
rdalesandro @townofchester.net and the 
Town Clerk will make an appointment to 
meet with the candidate. 

A candidate needs just 20 signatures 
that can be read and are valid active vot- 
ers. The Town Clerk recommends each 
potential nominee gets as many as possi- 
ble, maybe 30, in case someone is inac- 
tive or not a registered voter. 


Easter Egg Hunt to be held April 3 


CHESTER — The Chester 
Recreational Committee and the Chester 
Hill Association are co-sponsoring an 
Easter Egg Hunt for local children on 
Saturday, April 3, at 1 p.m. at Emery 
Field. 

Children should bring their own 
Easter basket or bag for their eggs. The 
Easter bunny will be making an appear- 


ance as well. Light refreshments will be 
served. All health and safety protocols 
will be followed to protect the safety of 
all participants. In case of rain or inclem- 
ent weather, the activity will be held the 
following Saturday, April 10, at the same 
time. 

Any questions may be directed to 
Jason Forgue anytime at 413-205-6504. 


BECKET 





Cultural Council announces grant 
awards for the 2021 season 


BECKET — The Becket Cultural 
Council, a local agency supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, recently 
announced the names of local organiza- 
tions receiving awards for its next funding 
cycle of 2021. 

According to local Council’s priorities 
as published on the MCC website, these 
grants typically support a variety of artistic 
projects and activities in Becket -- includ- 
ing exhibits, festivals, field trips, short- 
term artist residencies, or performances in 


TRAFFIC 


“They made their points about the 
noise and traffic. The Town will be in 
contact with State Police truck team to 
help enforce regulations on the commer- 
cial vehicles and our police department 
will continue to monitor speeds,’ Town 
Administrator William Caldwell said. 
“We will also look at how the road and 
roadsides may be made safer through the 
use of Complete Streets grant funds.” 

Caldwell is currently working on 
the information for the Complete Streets 
grant, and while no specific plans are 
being made yet, he assures that these 
roads will be considered for the grant. 
The town is in the process of getting 
assessing maps and property cards 
online so they can figure out a plan for 
the roadside of Algerie and Bonny Rigg 
Hill roads. Both Heilman and Benton 
have been gathering data on the truck 
routes, noise, and consistency on these 
roads. They both feel that there are bet- 
ter routes for these trucks to take, and, 
if they choose to take residential roads, 
the noise of the brakes should be cut to a 
minimum. 

Heilman and Benton said they 
understand the importance of big trucks 
breaking for safety reasons, but they 
feel that the constant noise of the loud 
air brakes is from more than just brak- 
ing for safety. Though if the trucks are 
constantly breaking for safety reasons 
then Heilman and Benton feel that the 
speed limit on Algerie and Bonny Rigg 
Hill roads should be addressed and 
re-worked to a slower speed, so trucks 
don’t need to use their brakes as much. 

In the Feb. 17 meeting, both 
Heilman and Benton spoke during pub- 


schools, workshops, and lectures. 

Grants for 2021 are awarded to 
IS183 “Learning through Art,’ Becket 
Arts Center “Music around the World,’ 
Berkshire Music School “Music for Young 
Minds,” Becket Athenaeum “Storytelling 
2021,” Becket Athenaeum Museum 
Passes, and Sevenars. 

Application forms and more infor- 
mation about the Local Cultural Council 
Program are available online at www. 
mass-culture.org. 


from page I 


lic input and requested to be on a future 
agenda to properly speak about the 
truck issues on their road, and they were 
scheduled on March 17, where both resi- 
dents made fair arguments that the truck 
traffic on their roads can be dangerous to 
the residents on both Algerie and Bonny 
Rigg Hill roads. 

“We’ve been working on this since 
last years, so we have all our ducks in 
a row,’ Heilman said “We’ve done the 
research and there are things that can be 
proposed to solve these issues.” 

Three major points were discussed 
— pedestrian safety, truck driver safety 
in using engine brakes, and the fact it’d 
be a difficult bylaw to enforce. The State 
Police’s truck team was mentioned as 
a way to help enforce that trucks stay 
slow on these residential roads, but an 
officer can’t be stationed on these two 
Streets all the time, so there would still 
be an issue with enforcing a new speed 
limit and advisories on only braking for 
emergencies. 

“Indian Lake has put up a few signs 
on Bonny Rigg Hill Road and Algerie 
Road requesting that vehicles not use 
engine brake. An area business will also 
put up signs to be a good neighbor as 
trucks leave their location,’ Caldwell 
said. “We have to come up with 15 proj- 
ects for Complete Streets. Bonny Rigg 
Hill road will be one of them.” 

Though the grant is still in process 
and progress on the project will not start 
yet as they don’t have the grant, the town 
is working to address the concerns and 
finding ways to help the residents on 
these two roads. 
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GOSHEN 





Ice update for Meltdown, tickets 
available through Monday, April 1 


GOSHEN — The concrete block 
and flag on Hammond Pond for the 
2021 Goshen meltdown is currently sit- 
ting on 14.5 inches of ice. Even though 
there have been warm daytime tempera- 
tures this week, overnight temperatures 
have been well below freezing, keeping 
the ice solidly secured to the shoreline. 

The flag is there to mark the loca- 
tion in the event the block gets com- 
pletely covered by snow. Connected 
to an electric clock via rope, the block 
will stop the clock when it falls through 
the ice, pulling the clock out of its wall 
socket and stopping it at the exact time 
it fell. 

Contestants can buy tickets predict- 
ing the date and time, down to the min- 
ute, the block will fall for $1 each. The 
deadline to purchase tickets is 11:59:59 
p.m. on Thursday, April 1, however the 
block fell through the ice on March 11 
in 2016 and March 28 last year, so it’s 
best to get times in sooner rather than 
later. 


Tickets purchased after April 1, 
unless postmarked on or before that 
date, will be returned. This date is 
weather dependent and will be irrel- 
evant if the block falls through the 
ice before the deadline. Any tickets 
received within 24 hours of the block 
falling are not valid. 

The annual fundraiser will support 
the Goshen Firefighters Association 
this year. The association is a registered 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization support- 
ing the delivery of fire and emergency 
services to the Town of Goshen and 
other communities in the region. 

To purchase a ticket, mail checks 
payable to Hammond Acres Club, 
Inc. to 2021 Meltdown, P.O. Box 923, 
Williamsburg, MA 01096-0923. 

For more information and updates 
on the state of the ice and contest, visit 
the Meltdown Facebook page or gos- 
henmafire.com/meltdown; or contact 
Bob Labrie at bslabrie@msn.com or 
413-268-7110. 


sign-up for town trivia by April 16 


GOSHEN — Join the Goshen 
COA for a Trivia Zoom on Friday, April 
23, at 1 p.m. 

In striving to alleviate some of the 
isolation and boredom we are all expe- 
riencing, the Goshen COA is launch- 
ing Trivia Zoom for all town residents. 
Participants will have the opportunity 
to answer questions as in the game of 
Trivial Pursuit. 

To make it more interesting, partic- 
ipants will be asked about their lovely 
town of Goshen, so read up on town 
history! Trivia will play for about one 
hour, cycling through participants sev- 


eral times. At the end of the game, 
each persons’ score will be tallied to 
determine the first, second, and third 
place winners. Prizes in the form of gift 
cards will be awarded as follows: First 
Place $30 to Spruce Corner Restaurant; 
Second Place $20 to Oliver’s Farm 
Stand; Third Place $10 to The Village 
Green. 

In order to participate, contact 
Evelyn Culver at 413-268-3316 or 
ematkc @aol.com no later than Friday, 
April 16. She will then provide partici- 
pants with the ID and Passcode. Space 
is limited, so don’t delay. 


Curbside luncheon available April 13 


GOSHEN — The Goshen COA 
will offer another curbside luncheon 
on Tuesday, April 13, with pickup from 
11:30 a.m. to noon. 

The COA will be handing out a 
baked ham dinner or stuffed chicken 
breast dinner, with a yummy dessert, 
brought to the community by Spruce 
Corner Restaurant and Red’s Bakery. 


The COA is asking for a $5 donation. 
Please call Evelyn at 413-268-3316 for 
reservations before Wednesday, April 7. 

The COA invites seniors to meet 
at the town parking lot on Wednesday, 
April 21, at 1 p.m. to walk around, 
bring a chair to relax in, and have a 
snack. Everyone will wear their masks 
and sit six feet apart. 


Heavy Construction / Civil Site Work Company 
seeking an experienced full time Class B driver 


Applicant must have at least two to three years’ operating a tri-axle truck. 
The truck to operate will be a 2012 Kenworth W900, 18 speed with a 600 HP 


Cummins engine. 


Competitive rate of pay is based on experience and licensing. Good references, 
excellent work and driving history are necessary. 


This is a full-time position offering very competitive compensation along with 
a benefit package which includes the following: Partial company paid health 
insurance; dental insurance, paid time off, paid holidays and we also offer a 


retirement plan to participate in. 


We are looking for people with a “Team Attitude” and a desire to excel. We 
respect our employees and value them as individuals within our family team; 


you are not just a number. 


Pre-employment drug and alcohol testing is required once offer of employment 
is made and employment will be contingent on results. 


Please send resume or letter of interest you may also email information@ 


Raymaakers.com for an application. 


This company is an equal opportunity employer and does not unlawfully discriminate 
against employees or applicants for employment based on an individual's race, color, 
religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, veteran status 
or any other status protected by applicable law. This policy applies to all terms, 
conditions and privileges of employment, including recruitment, hiring, placement, 
compensation, promotion, discipline and termination. 
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Rabies clinic draws record numbers at Town Hall 


MIDDLEFIELD — Animal Control 
officer Terry Donovan is used to having 
rabies clinics in town, and neighboring 
Chester, each year, which didn’t happen 
in 2020 thanks to COVID-19, but the 
case was not the same for 2021. 

Donovan worked with Middlefield to 
find an outdoor location to host a clinic 
this year, knowing the demand for one in 
the hilltowns. The result was 40 animals 
being vaccinated on Saturday, March 20. 


“With covid last year nobody had a 
rabies clinic, and everybody wanted one. 
This year I was like where can we have 
one outside,’ Donovan said. “I asked the 
Middlefield Town administrator if we 
could use the driveway.” 

The Town Hall driveway worked 
perfectly with the large, open space for 
cars to lineup and Donovan to visit each 
one to gather information. Donovan part- 
nered with veterinarian Sharon Holt and 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 
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eit: GAS 
PLUMBING ° HEATING 
(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), PO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING » COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS « FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES + FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


iors” 


PoulinGrain* 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Si gam 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


Please complete the form below, 
and mail it in a secure envelope to: 


Country Journal 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. The menu on Wednesday, March 
31, is Yankee pot roast with gravy, glazed 
carrots, whipped potatoes, whole wheat 
bread, and sugar cookies. 


3 WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


Use our website to 
securely subscribe online at 


COUNTRYJOURNAL.TURLEY.COM 


WHITING 
ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
neeane 


Water yin f=) E NSH } AW Hydrofracture 


Repairs to Increase Flow 


System 
Puan 


800-232-4725 ¢ Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 


Plumbing & Heating 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


her tech assistant Laura Wood to admin- 
ister the vaccines. 

During a typical year, Donovan said 
Chester normally has about 20 animals 
at her annual rabies vaccination clinic 
and then another 10 in Middlefield. This 
year’s 40 animals Included a couple from 
Pittsfield and Becket, but most of them 
were from Donovan’s two towns. 

“We did 40 dogs,” she said. “That’s 
a huge turnout for any rabies clin- 


ic around here. People were all very 
respectful of social distancing and keep- 
ing their masks on and I think it went 
very well.” 

Middlefield Town Clerk Suzanne 
Lemieux and Assistant Lois Leonardo 
bell were on hand to provide licenses if 
needed. 

“The animal owners were all very 
respectful of our covid situation and 
acted accordingly,’ said Lemieux. 


Annual Town Election, meeting, 
caucus dates set for May, June 


MIDDLEFIELD — The Annual 
Town Election will be held on June 





26 from 8 a.m. to | p.m. Annual Town 


DOWN To EARTH 
EXCAVATING x. 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\ Carol Labonte 


Paul Labonte 


Time to 
ee CLEAN UP 


Established in 1982 © House Cleaning Plus 
Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out © Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 


P.0. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


Sewices 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 


Meeting will begin at 2 p.m. on June 
26 as well. The Town Caucus will be 
held on May 19 from 4 to 8 p.m. 
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Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry 


=] bt Home Improvement * Additions ¢ Restorations * Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ¢ Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 
: 
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Hunanetone Massachusetts 


Office 473.667.0245 
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Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 
413-695-4901 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 


e Qil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 
service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 
Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 
MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 


SA 1 Jy e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 

-< Dollars: Keep system running Clean 

79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


=ATING INC. 


Fueling pabdeertac Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Volcanic crater 

9. Long times 

10. Swedish rock group 

14, Having the means to 
do something 

19. Rods or spindles 

16.La__ Tar Pits, 
Hollywood 

17. Missing soldiers 

18. Measuring instrument 

19. All of the components 
considered 
individually 

20. Play “__ Irish Rose” 

22. Gene 

23. Barrels 

24, London-based soccer 
team 

27. Feline 

30. Breed of sheep 

31, Body part 

32. Doctors’ group 

39. One who follows the 
rules 

37. Cigarette residue 
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38. Ancient Greek sophist CLUES DOWN 


39, Polish yeast cakes 

40), Promotional materials 

41, Pancakes made from 
buckwheat flour 

42. Completed perfectly 

43. Photo 

44. A peninsula in SW Asia 

45, The common gibbon 

46. Disfigure 

47, Ribonucleic acid 

48. Japanese honorific 

49. Pieces of music 

92. Expressed pleasure 

do. Having ten 

36. Type of sword 

60. Humble request for 
help 

61. Eating houses 

63. Italian Seaport 

64. Cain and 

69. Measure the depth 

66. U. of Miami’s mascot 

67. Political outsiders 

68. Greek sorceress 

69. Body part 
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ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Don’t shy away from 
the issues that keep 
cropping up this week, 
Aries. They may cause 
a few headaches, but 
they also are making 
the days much more 
exciting. 


like to live by the man- 
tra “don’t judge a book 
by its cover,” but many 
times appearances mat- 
ter. Don’t regret picking 
out a nice outfit or a 
trendy restaurant. 


CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you may be 
drawn to people who 
appeal to your analytical 
side this week. You could 
be interested in some 
intellectual debate and 
need a worthy sparring 
partner. 


to get ahead this week, 
jump on it. No matter 
what is involved or how 
inconvenient, you do not 
want to let this opportu- 
nity pass you by. 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Libra, there might be 
a lot of activity going 
around you over the 
course of the week. 
Whether it’s good or 
bad, you won’t be di- 
rectly involved in any 
of it. 


sharing your secrets, 
Scorpio. Make sure oth- 
ers can be tight-lipped, 
as some people cannot 
resist passing on a little 
gossip here and there. 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 

Listen to people around 
you to get a fresh per- 
spective on _ various 
components of life that 
you share. People may 
have good ideas and 
be willing to share their 
advice. 


TAURUS LEO SCORPIO AQUARIUS 
Apr 21/May 21 Jul 23/Aug 23 Oct 24/Nov 22 Jan 21/Feb 18 
3 Taurus, many people  Leo,ifyouseeachance Exercise caution when’ If you have been try- 


ing to become bet- 
ter acquainted with 
someone in your per- 
sonal life or even at 
the office, pay atten- 
tion to their body lan- 
guage. It can say a lot. 


62 VIRGO SAGITTARIUS 
ee GEMINI Aug 24/Sept 22 Nov 23/Dec 21 PISCES 
May 22/Jun 21 There is much more’ There is great harmony Feb 19/Mar 20 
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33, Mental illness 

34, A person from Asia 

36, Father 

37, General's assistant 
(abbr) 

38, Cooked or prepared in a 
specified style 

AQ, Large terrier 

41, Hillsides 

43, Golf score 

4A. Not or 

46. Type of student 

47, Flower cluster 

49. Closes tightly 


. Mother 
2. Jewish calendar month 
3, Jal__, sport 
4 Establish again 
9, OWISs river 
6. Racetrack wager 
7. but goodie 
8. Closeness 
9. Soviet Socialist Republic 
10. At right angles to a 
ship's length 
11. Women’s undergarments 
12. Mountain stream 
13, Expresses pleasure 30, Saudi Arabian desert 
21. Painful places onthe © 51. Famed vaccine 
body developer 
23, Automobile 52. Multi-function radar 
29, scandinavian god of (abbr) 
battle Jo, Actress Jessica 
26, Expresses surprise 04, Pay attention to 
27, Secret political clique 57. Beloved big screen pig 
28. Yields manilahemp 58. Clapton, musician 
29, River in central italy 59. Take a chance 
32. Brain injury science 61. Cost per mille 
acronym 62. Helps little firms 
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Change may take you 
in unexpected direc- 
tions this week, Gem- 
ini. The good news is 
that things are finally 
turning around for you. 
Enjoy this exciting time. 
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clarity in your life this 
week, Virgo. It’s almost 
as if a veil has been lift- 
ed or if your eyeglasses 
prescription has been 
fine-tuned. 
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Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


S 
K 
— 


in your life right now 
and it’s due mostly to 
the fact that you are 
working together with 
people both at home 
and at work. Keep up 
the collaborations. 


jo} fet tse} 


more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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Pisces, trust your heart 
this week and be hon- 
est with how you feel 
about situations. Not 
every decision has to 
be based on analysis. 
Trust your gut. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


CARQUEST 
| 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service %* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 


Call “DALE” 


8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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Stephen J. Cummings 


Stephen J. Cummings died March 9, 
2021 as a result of a skiing accident on 
Garnet Peak, one of his favorite places. 
Although we lost him too soon, there is 
comfort knowing he spent his last day doing 
what he loved, tapping his maple trees and 
backcountry skiing, on a beautiful late win- 
ter afternoon. 

Steve’s greatest pleasure was his fam- 
ily. He was a dedicated husband, selfless 
father, and had just become a grandfather to 
twin boys. 

Steve was born March 20, 1954, to 
the late Henry and Barbara Cummings. He 
attended Wachusett Regional High School, 
where he spent his time fixing his 1965 
Ford Bronco and chasing his future wife 
and soulmate Andrea Tosi. He earned 
his BSME from WPI and his MBA from 
Boston University. 

Steve and Andrea moved to 
Middlefield, MA, on ancestral land that has 
been in his family since 1782. There they built a house 
and raised a family, spending much of their time in the 
fields and woods surrounding their house. Steve was 
an avid naturalist and loved looking for tracks, hunting 
for sheds, and foraging for leeks and mushrooms. 

Steve was an engineer who was always curious 
about the world around him. He had an innate sense 
of how things worked, and was able to fix or build 
anything. He shared this passion with others, eager to 
teach them what he knew. 

Steve loved being involved with his children’s 





activities, including coaching their various 
soccer teams. In recent years, he enjoyed 
hiking and skiing with them and following 
their more adventurous pursuits on Strava. 
He loved every day of his retirement - hik- 
ing, biking, and skiing by himself or with 
friends, maple sugaring, cutting firewood, 
and teaching himself new engineering tech- 
niques. 

Steve is survived by his wife and 
best friend of nearly 50 years, Andrea 
Tosi; his son Jed Cummings and wife 
Lauren Lisle; his son Samuel Cummings 
and partner Kirsten Huff; and his daugh- 
ter Morgan Cummings, husband Matthew 
Toy, and their twin sons William Stephen 
and Henry Githens. He leaves his brother 
David (Lisa) Cummings; his sister Janet 
(Brian) Donnelly; in-laws Sandy Tosi (Paul 
Maidment); Robert Tosi (Jo-Ann Dery); 
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins; and 
countless friends. 

A celebration of life will be held later in the 
spring due to COVID-19 restrictions. To leave memo- 
ries or condolences for the family, please visit: www. 
deryfuneralhome.com. If desired, memorial donations 
can be made to the Highland Agriculture Society or the 
Middlefield Fire Department, c/o Dery Funeral Home, 
54 Bradford Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201. 

Steve lived his life on his own terms on the land 
that he cherished. We will miss him greatly, but will 
continue to remember him when the owls hoot and the 
bobolinks sing. 


Mary J. (Lopresto) Dalesandro, 94 


Mary J. (Lopresto) Dalesandro, 94, 
passed away on Monday, March 22, at 
Baystate Noble Hospital. She was born 
in Chester, MA to the late Vencenzo and 
Bombina (Sebastiano) Lopresto. 

Mary loved to travel and has been to 
every state in the United States including 
Alaska and Hawaii, loved to read at least 
three to four books a week, enjoyed cook- 
ing, loved people, going out to eat, and 
playing solitaire on the computer. Mary 
will be remembered for being a very generous and 
giving person. Terry and Lori in the Pulmonary 
Therapy Department felt inspired by Mary’s dedica- 
tion to her health; they were very helpful and gave 
Mary great care. 

Mary was predeceased by her husband Nicholas 
Dalesandro, Sr.; a son Nicholas Dalesandro, Jr.; 
a daughter, Cheryl Woodis; a brother, Luciano 





Lopresto; and her sister Anna Rheaume. 
She is survived by her loving daugh- 
ter Rosemary (S. Judith) Dalesandro 
of Chester; two grandsons, Anthony 
Dalesandro and his wife Tonya of 
Yorktown, VA and Andrew Dalesandro; 
her three cherished great grandchildren 
Aiden, Ashton and Emilee; and several 
nieces, nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews. 

A Funeral Mass was celebrated for 
Mary on Wednesday, March 24, at 10:30 a.m. in 
St. Mary’s Church on Bartlett Street in Westfield. 
Visiting hours were prior to the mass from 8:30 to 
10 a.m. in Firtion Adams FS in Westfield. The burial 
will be held in St. Thomas Cemetery, Huntington 
in the spring. Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be 
directed to the St. Mary’s High School, 27 Bartlett 
Street, Westfield, MA 01085. 


Jane Emerson, 95 


Jane Emerson, 95, formerly of West Cummington, 
MA, passed away on Tuesday, March 9. Born in 
Pittsfield, MA, on September 8, 1925, the daughter of 
the late Robert and Pauline Shaw Burnette, she gradu- 
ated from Pittsfield High School with the class of 1943. 

Jane worked at the post office in Cummington for 
20 dedicated years, up until her retirement in 1990. She 
enjoyed sending weekly homemade post cards to her 
grandchildren. 

Jane was predeceased by her husband of nearly 60 
years, Alvah P. Emerson, whom she married on October 
27, 1946. Alvah passed away in 2006. She is survived 
by her three children Steven Emerson (Martha), Dann 


Emerson (Karen Lovett), and Marcia Emerson (David 
Gimbert). Jane leaves behind five dear grandchildren, 
Heath, Shelly (Steve), Kasey (John), Christofer, and 
Taylor; as well as five great grandchildren, Aaron 
(Maxx), Travis, Lilly, Ryder, and Dannica. 

There will be no formal funeral services for Jane 
Emerson. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
the Cummington Fire Association, 8 Fairgrounds Road, 
Cummington, MA 01026, or in care of the Dwyer- 
Wellington Funeral Home, 525 Main Street, Dalton, 
MA 01226, in her memory. Donations cannot be made 
online, but may be made through the Dwyer-Wellington 
Funeral Home. 
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DEATH NOTICES 





CUMMINGS, STEPHEN J. 


Died March 9, 2021 
Celebration of life to be held at later date 


DALESANDRO (LOPRESTO), MARY J. 
Died March 22, 2021 


EMERSON, JANE 


Died March 9, 2021 
There will be no services 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 





Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 








TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Pursuant to MGL 71 sec- 
tion 38N, the Worthington 
School Committee will hold a 
public hearing on Thursday, 
April 8, 2021 at 6:30 PM via 
Zoom* to consider the pro- 
posed school district bud- 
get for fiscal year 2022. *by 
executive order of the gover- 
nor and in keeping with his 
directions we are meeting vir- 
tually until further notice, here 
are the details to participate 
by video or to call in. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom. 
us/j/92159901144?p- 
wd=S315d0UxVjM4dEd- 
BQ3R1ZEphYXIBUT09 

Dial by your location: 

+1 646 876 9923 US 
(New York) 


Meeting ID: 921 5990 
1144 

Passcode: 917327 

Copies of the proposed 
budget are available in the 
main office of the R. H. 
Conwell Elementary School 
and will be available below on 
April 2, 2021: 

https://drive.google.com/ 
drive/folders/1tpUjAeVWm- 
LtxnO4f1vKMbuQVr9aRK- 
IsW?usp=sharing 
03/25/2021 


Town of Williamsburg 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
LEGAL NOTICE 

A Public Hearing will 
be held at 10:00 AM on 
Tuesday, April 13, 2021 to 
consider the following: The 
application of Robert Ross, 
146 Main St. Williamsburg, 
MA, Assessors Map K, Lots 


189 & 190 for a Special 
Permit to operate a Used 
Car Dealership as required 
by Sections 3.2 of the Zoning 
Bylaws of Williamsburg. The 
hearing will be conducted by 
teleconference on the ZOOM 
platform. Copies of the appli- 
cation and Log-in information 
can be found at www.burgy. 
org under Calendars for April 
135.2021. 
Charles Dudek, Chairman 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
03/18, 03/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0307EA 


Estate of: 

LOUISE R TRUDEAU 
Date of Death: 
12/08/2018 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Public 
Administration has been 
filed by John J Ferriter of 
Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: John J Ferriter of 
Holyoke, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve With 
Corporate Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 


You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/15/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to 
you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 


UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: March 18, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 





588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An IRS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 
‘Vey 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


|) AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
bei Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


(413) 283-5596 


Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


\VColeral(e)ammkcb.erclalem mlatclaleliclitels) Allests 


IRS Problems? 
i) are ed oc -t-t-j(elat-| ma t-lale|(- mi eee) am Lele e 
Call us anytime! 





Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: 


or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 





50 


Base Price 
mf ; ~ 
21 Base Price Base Price 
$10.00 


$19. 


37 Base Price | 38 Base Price} 39 Base Price] 4Q Base Price 
oe 7 859) Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name, Phone: First ZONE base price Py ia caee 
Address; Addasecond ZONE _*10.00 __ ae 
WOWn a State Zips Addathird ZONE 5.00 following ZONE(s): 





Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 


Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _J Discover LI Cash Ll Check# 
Card # _ _Exp. Date CVV 
Amount of charge: Date: 


SEP 





HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


ta 





SHELBURNE 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 





Subtotal  —s— 


xNumberofWeeks 
Quabbi 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING 8& refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


po = Sa 
Wess": = 
p> 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


SY , lms 


“TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC 
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HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


LANDSCAPING 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pi- 
oneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


HELP WANTED 


COBBLE MOUNTAIN’ LAND- 
SCAPE Looking for a full or part time 
help. Flexible schedule. Good wages 
with some benefits. Experience help- 
ful. Own transportation necessary. 
413-568-3340 


HIGHWAY SUPERINTEN- 
DENT TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
This fulltime and benefited working 
Department Head position is respon- 
sible for planning, directing and su- 
pervising the activities and operation 
of the Blandford’s Highway Depart- 
ment, which includes the construc- 
tion, improvement, repair, care and 
maintenance of designated highways, 
bridges, and culverts within the town. 
The Highway Superintendent is also 
responsible for supervising the work of 
highway crew(s) composed of Heavy 
Equipment Operators, Motor Equip- 
ment Operators, Mechanics, and La- 
borers. Salary range for this position 
is $62,000 to $72,000, depending on 
experience and qualifications. A full 
job description with submission of 
application guidelines can be found 
at www.townofblandford.com/ 
job-openings/. Closing date for all 
applications is Friday, April 16, 2021. 


TOWN ADMINISTRATOR Town of 
Chesterfield, Chesterfield, Massachu- 
setts is seeking applicants for a Town 
Administrator. Chesterfield has a pop- 
ulation of 1,235 and an annual budget 
of $3.8 million. The Town Administrator 
will report directly to the three-member 
Select Board, will coordinate most ac- 
tivities in the Town, and carry out pol- 
icies and actions of the Select Board. 
A bachelor’s degree in public admin- 
istration, business, or related field is 
preferred with experience in an admin- 
istrative and/or management position 
with some supervisory responsibility, 
preferably in a municipal setting. Po- 
sition is 32 hours per week with a 
minimum of two evenings per month 
required. Salary range is up to $52,000 
annually depending on experience. 
A job description is available on the 
Town's. website, www.townofchester- 
fieldma.com. Resume and cover let- 
ter should be sent to the Chesterfield 
Select Board, PO Box 299, 422 Main 
Road Chesterfield, MA 01012 by 3 p.m. 
on April 15, 2021. 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 
services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified Advertising 
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Jon and Nancy Gould of Williamsburg share their 
message for survivors of domestic violence as part of 
the Southern Hilltowns Domestic Violence Task Force’s 
Hilltown Voice’s campaign to raise awareness and 
support for domestic violence victims. Submitted photo 
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The Old Meeting House Blandford 
[ First Con gregational Ch urch | 
Built 1822. 
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Jennifer and Greg Girard were looking around in an antique 
shop in Chatham last week and Greg discovered a picture 
post card of The White Church. The card was written 
September 13, 1906. The message on it said that a couple 
was waiting for the stage coach at the general store. The 
card will be framed and on display at the Blandford Country 
Store. Photo by Mary Kronholm 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 


and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 
because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial options, location and 


preferences 


> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 


> Set up and tour communities with you 


> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 


EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 

CHOPS or ROAST an? te 
USDA INSP. STOREMADE 

TALIAN SAUSAGE =o 
ALL VARIETIES ranisy pak ses Ib FROZEN 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
ST 66 
b 


PORK BUTTS 


‘6% 


WHOLE. ssssssssssssssssssne 


*8P 


USDA INSP 


ROAST BEEF...----.-cccccccsose DD 


Wi LENTEN 
USDA 13 FROZEN > P EC [ALS 


WHOLE TILAPIA .....e.0.0.... 210 


USDA INSP FROZEN 40 0Z 


IMITATION CRAB FLAKES*4%; 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


BREADED SHRIMP..........°399 





sQi7 
SALE DATES: 
3/25/21 - 3/31/21 


USDA INSP. 


NEW ZEALAND 
FRENCHED 
LAMB RACKS 


USDA INS 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


SENIOR ADVISORS» 


Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIBEYE 
STEAKS 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST raves DOS 
CHICKEN LEG. 

1/4$ TRAY PAK vineinianiinnaninenais 39 


USDA INSP. FROZEN SMOKED 


1/2 HAM PORTIONS BUTT 
or SHANK PORTIONS sane 909 % 


i USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 


SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
WHOLE SMOKED HAM..... 


£90 Meat Outlet © fimgeeeeerntas 


Springfield 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


$499 
Ib 


7 LB 
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BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 





